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NOTES OF THE INTERIM COMMITTEE MEETING
THURSDAY, 31 MAY 1945
10:00 A.M. to 1:15 P.M/ - 2:15 P.M. to 4:15 P.M.

III. DOMESTIC PROGRAM:

Dr. Lawrence expressed his great appreciation for the fact that
the leaders of the Government had been willing to take the
chances inherent in the development of this program. He
expressed a view that if the United States were to stay ahead
in this field it was imperative that we knew more and did more
than any other country. He felt that research had to go on
unceasingly. There were many unexplored possibilities in
terms of new methods and new materials beyond thorium and
uranium. In fact, all heavy elements held potentialities for
exploitation in this field. He thought it might be possible one
day to secure our energy from terrestrial sources rather than
from the sun. Dr. Lawrence pointed out that there was no real
doubt about the soundness of the program. Any failures that
had occurred or would occur in the future were nothing more
than temporary setbacks and there was every reason to
believe that such setbacks would be quickly overcome.
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