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An understanding of relations between the armed forces, military.
government, and the Japanese government has been found to be essential for
a picture of the Japanese situation. In addition, knowledge of the sogial
and scientific outlook of the post~war Japanese is desirable.

SCAP - The responsibility of Supreme Commander Allied Fowers, General
Headgnarters, is to deal with allmatters of occupation relative to the Jan-
anese people. - This organization is entirely distinct from the military forces,
Army Forces Pacific (AFPAC), posted throughout the islands, which maintains
order. The military forces are not respvonsible for policing the Japanese,
and would be called for this only in the event of a major insurrection. ‘

FEC - General MacArthur, in his capacity as Supreme Commander of the
L1lied powers (SCAP) in Japan, is subordinate to the Far Eastern Commission
(FEC) which meets in "ashington and is compcsed of representatives of the
occupying nations. :

MEDICAL, AFFAIRS - The function of the office of the chief surgeon,
AFPAC, is to care for the health of occuprying troops. Health matters re-
lating to the Japanese are hendled through the Public Health and %elfare
Division of SCAP, and since the Atomic Bomb Casualty Study is clearly a
health problem affecting Japanese only, the Commission found itself auto-
ratically under thisDivision. Excellent liaison and cooneration are
maintained between the two offices, however, so that the Commission was
very substantially aided by the office of the chief surgeon by virtue of
its supply function. -

A. THE COMMISSION

1. Formation:

During October, 1946, the Atomic Bomb Casualty Commission (ABCC)
was formed as a result of collaborative efforts on the rart of the National
Research Council, the "ar Department, the U. S. Navy, the Public Health
Service, and the American Cancer Society. The details of formsticn are
set forth in Appendix 1.

Since .the work. of the Commission was to be carried out mainly in
occupied territory, the Tar Department, through the Supreme Commander,
!1lied Powers, was asked to assume responsibility for the operaticnal de-
tails., These, it mey be said, were handled in an extracrdinarily efficient
manner, :

The Commiseion was 6dﬁposed of two civilians, Dr, Austin K. Brues
ond Dr. Paul S. Henshewj:.znd three military of“icers, 1lst Lt. Melvin ~.
Block end 1st Lt. James V. Neel, M.C., A.U.S., snd Lt. {j.g.) Frederick ™.

Ullrich, (MC), U.S.N.R.



The Commission has functiored »rimarily in these w=rys: first,
obtaining some first-hand technical informstion, and secend, making =
detailed repert pertaining to the cprertunities for = lone-term study cf
atomic bomb casvalties.

B. JPOTIVITTFS

io

1. The Commission =rrived in Jaren 24 Dovember 1946 and zequainted
itself as raridly 2s rossible —ith the operationnl nrocedures of the
military cccu-ation.

2. Tt visited Hiroshima 2nd Narasaki, survnyéd the —ork beine dene,
ond nscertained the requircments for setting up a full-scale study.

3. It teook certain sters in rrovidine for »sn interim program be-
trecn the present work and that tc be carried out by a mere permanent
orgmnization which is anticipated.

C. ¥*IFDINGS

1. The Comrission learned that the Jspanese bave a well rrgnnized
medical sroup under +he ausnices of the Japancse National Fesearch
Council, which is carryine cut studies on beth irmmediate a2nd delayed
atomic bomb damage in people, This orranization involves invcstigation
in at least seventeen different universities, colleges, and sanatoria
(cf. “rmendices 2 and 3).

2. It learned that despite great difficulties since *the w=ar, the
Japanese have nrenared as many as 119 manuscrirts on atomic homb iniury
(Lppendix 3) and that these are available for rublication. Thercas the studiss
sre some~hat lacking in eritical analysis cccerdineg to the best scicntific
methads, they nevertheless represent rork carried out under the most 4if-
ficult circumstances and covering a2 set of conditions which cannot bhe
reproduced. It is therefore, the attitude of the Commissicn that these
parers should he rreserved in vheatever ferm the authors are willine to
submit themn.

ist materizlly in clearing the way
¢. The plan of the Jaranese crlls
‘rocndix 4) .

3. The Commission was zble teo ass
for publication of the Japanese report
for a four-volume monosraph series (cf.

4. & review of the Japanese rrogram for lcne-term study indicated
trat practically all of the approcches considered by the Commission bad
2lso been visualized by the Japanese. The Commission suggests, horever,
that nmore thoroughness, esneecially in connection vith centrols, weuld be
desirable. In every case, the Japanese exrressad an interest in mere
cdequate planning as Iong as it is compatible vith fracilities.

5. Pealizing the necd for relinhle vital statistics in connecticn
vith several phases of a long-term study, the Commission inveostigated
Jepanese lavs and customs goverring sterilization, infanticide, autopsy,
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metbods of recording births, etc; it bhad meetings mith Fuklic Health
officials, Midwives .sscciaticns, and cther grouos. [11 such rrouns dis-

played intercst ~nd while difficulties were cnccuntered, no insurncuntable
problems apoeared te lie shend.

L

6. The Vitnal Statistics Secticn of Public Fealth nnd Telfare, SCAP,
ras appronched regarding work in vital statisties at Hircshima, H-gasaki,
and suitable control cities. It appesrs that scme unusucl orvortuvnities
for mututl nssistance are in prespect (cf. “prendix 7).

D. GEITRAL IMPRESSIONS

1. The Cemmission's vievw that much valuable information can be ob-
teined from a long-tern study of atomic homb casunlties has been strensth-
ened. The acute renction, consistine of ~trophy and rerair, has fer the
most part nassed. 4t the present merment, the mest nrominent feature is
massive scar formation a* the sites of burn wourds; these appear to
present some new - perhaps unigue - prcblems in surgical treatrent. Fron
previous irradiation experiences with both animals and human beings, there
is sood reason to believe that rerrcductive disturbances, malignancies of
one form or =nother, shortemed life sran, altered genetic pattern, cte.,
~ill in time appear in grcater or lesser degrecs. The vroblem is one of
detcctine the changes and recording *he events es they nccur.

2. It is the view of the Comm'ssion, furthermore, that with the
peesible excerticn cf genetic recessives (cf, Arpendix 6), the various
changes can be successfully detected and recorded. This rresvpposes of
course the proper cocreration with the Jzpanesc and & reasonable expend-
iture of funds.

studies
o3 E. {CCOMPLISHMINTS

1. Assumine that some kind of lone-term nrogrem vill be established,
the BCC hss taken certain steps: (2) *o provide for an interir rrogran,
and (b) to oren ca2rtain channels Tor futuvre develorment.

2. .rranegements were made for Lte. Flock .nd Neel to remain in the
ares on an interim bzsis to maintain centinmuity betreen the present visits
~nd those vhich nro exnected.

3. After considering various locations, Kure (30 miles from Hirnshima)
was selected os the mnst suitoble control eity. ‘

4. Temporary arrangements for —orking spacc have been rade at the
Réd Cross Hospital in Hireshima znd at the !'utual Pelief Hespital in Kure.
"hese consist of 3 roorms at the former and 2 at the latter teo be used -e
office, laboratory, and examinine rcoms during the interim rericd. Thrsush
Army facilities, adequute equinrent has been nrrovided.

5. Through SC.P, arrangercnts were nade for certain Japanese per-
sonnel to assist Lits. Rlock end Neel es needed.
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6. Clear chamnels h-ve becn cpened for handline ray future Jevelop-
ments thrcueh SG P,

7. TFrovisions mare mede for transient visits only +o MNagrsoki during’
the interim period.

F. FUTURE OPG.NI7. TION

1. If » long-term organization is tc be sct up, it is desirasble that
this be done gquickly; this is because information is bheing lost os tine
passes and becavise the Jepanese are “nxious to plar their vproeram in ac-
cord 7ith ours.

2. In nccordance mith ths recent Presidential directive rhich ~uth-
orizes the National ‘cademy cof Scicnecs to utilize any Governro-t faeil-
ities tc set un such an organization as hes been visualized for o stundy
of a2teric borb casvalties, it ould seem appropriate to rrovide the con-
vertional organizational structurc - that is, sn advisory beard of 3 to
5 scientific experts, a director vith attendant officers 2nd a scientific
staff. Such an organiz-tion would be unique in that there would be re-
quired foreign snd domestic components. Roth rould cf necessity be closely
integreted with the Jopanese organization ~hiech is alreadv functionine,

It follows then as a next step that the ‘cademy shculd exercise the init-
ietive in providing an advisory boerd and one or more of the mzin officers.
"The remainder of the orpanizaticn might then be left in the honds of such
2 group.

3. Tre .BCC has recognize? ccrtain asnects —hich ':ill rrobably in-
flnence the oreznizational planning: (a) it seems Jesirable that the
me ‘or part »f the work be done by the Japanese, thus nlscirg the ‘mcricans
in the pesition of exnediters and exmert scientific consultants: (b) i
such consultants then would find it necessary to hold two positions -
cne in the United States, such as a university teuching or research ros-
iticn, and the cther & consultant's position; (c¢) under these circum-
stances, a rather large portion of the budget wculd necesssrily he de-
veted to travel.

4. Some consideration must be given to the advisability cf a larger
crganization with quarters in Jepzn. This micht +ell include one or mere
research hosnitals. E&wnech quarters, in sddition to rrovidine much needed
genernl faeilities, would =id the lonp-term stvudies of atomic borb insury
ard hclr greatly in securing rersonnel for long rerinds.

G. TINTZERNATION'L "SPECTS

1. The nost vivid impression gained by the Crmmission —as the con-
viction that a development such as a long-term study of stomic bomb cas-
ualties in collaboration with the Javanese, affords 2 most reuarkable
cppertunity for cultivating internation=l relations of the highest trre.
a8 indicnted in Part II, the military influence =nd-the overlordship in
Japan have been remcved. There remains then a2 peanle enger to adopt the
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dsmocratic rrincinles ineofer as they will serve Japaen. Japan 2t this
moment is extremely nlastic and hzs prect respect for the occupation. If
we continue to handle Japan intelligently durine the next few years while
the new policics are being established, she —ill be our friend and z1lly for
many years to come; if we handle her unwisely, she =ill drift to other
jdeclogies. The .BCC or its successcr may be able to nlay a role in this.

2. It rould be in keening with the best scicntific tredition =nd iderls
if the Natirna) Academy of Sciences rould send scizntific men of vision to
Jopan as 2n =dvisory te-m or panecl,

3. The fate of Japan lies much more in the hands of ‘rericans than
most ‘mericsns realize; moreover, it may clsco be szid, that the fate of
America —ill be Aetermined much more by the establishment of pclicies in
Japan than nost Lmericans realize., Becanse of *the ascendant leadershir of
science today and beceuse of ‘merican position, ‘mericean science mus® of
necessity accept a large messure of the respeonsihility for develorment.



