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The Commission kas also had occasion to deal mith the Eccnomic
and Scientific Section (ESS) of SCAP, since it must work with Japanese

aclentls USe

RELLTION TO THE J..P.NFSZ GOVERNEENT - The divisions of SC'F do not

deal directly with the Japcnese reonle, but work with their rarallel div-
jsions of the Japanese government (in this case, the Ministry of Welfare).
The Minister of Velfare and his subordinates arc, therefore, frequent
visitors at the Public Health and ™elfare Division of SC.T, "It is the
policy of SCiF to try to get the Japanese on their feet as soon as vossible
and to allow the Japanese povernrment as much autonomy &s possible. Trere-
fore, SC/P tries to avoid issuing directives to the Jaranese government,
but rather makes recommcndstions which are the basis of directives by the
Japanese ministries. The reason for this is that the war-weary Japanese
tended, early in the occupation, to avoid responsibility and let the oc-
cupying forces take care of them. Ceneral Mzcirthur's policy is to avoid
this situation at all costs. This policy leads to certain small comnli-
cations vhen there is a particular job to be done, but it seems to be
unanimously agrecd that the overall results of thls policy are excellent
and that it should be maintained until (as a result of its own efforts)
SC'P is no longer nccessary.

SC.P AND THE J PANI'SE N.TIONAL FCONOMY - In accordance with SCAT
pclicy, a minimum amount of material aid is given the Jepanese govern-
ment. Thus, nenicillin is being withheld from the Japanese, although all
aid is riven them in plannine for its large-scz2le mgnufacture. This is
s2id not to be done in A spirit of vindictiveness but in order to ensure
thet the Japanese commence large-scale manufacture at the earliest moment.

In carryine‘out its functions, SC'P makcs use when possible of
Japanese personnel and materials. Cest of materials and labor are charged
off as cost of occupation. This is distinguished from reparations, which
are nmeterials taken as costs of war an? distributed largely to Chira and
Russic. Where personnel and materials of Lmerican origin arc used, they
arc paid for out of SC.\P's budget, and hence it is imnossible at rresent
for an independently financed .imericsn organization to cperate in Jepan.
The only excention to this is certain missionary groups, vhich are re-
quired to act wholly on their om, getting Jarancse foed, housing and
supplies. SC.P anpears willine, however, to sunport in a substantial way
any important nroject in Japan.

The ensuing d*scus51onq represent pjcturu formed as the result
of many contacts, .imerican and Japanese, high and low, and opinions are
expressed only vhere there is z great measure of agreement among different
sources.

LIFE IN JiPAIl - The Japanese arc said to have the highest stand-

ard of living in the Orient, but it is very low according to cur stendards
and also in comparison with thet in Japen before the war. Over half of
the houses have been destroyed in many communitics, and wood for recon-
struction is short. ALlso, many of the best buildings and houses hive becn
offercd us by the Japancse csovernment for uss in the occuration. . man
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can ecacsily corry his —inter's sunply of charcaal hce pem the ratiorn dcnot ]
in his hands. "here .-indows have been breren, Lo plnss is avﬂilnblo for Y
revair. Sand, of ccurse, is aveiisble tc moke glass, bt there is 10 heate £
Fany mea (including som prorinent individucls) wear uscd srmy clothin® znd ¢
canvas shoes). & 1ittlc gasoline is available, but mest Jarapesc timcHE 1
and busseg are figted #ith charcoalburners which feso novhor menovide TC Z
the carburetcrs.
®GOD - iltheugh cvery available squore foct ~f tillsole scil is t
utilized, food, especially rice, je strictly roticned. Tt is duc in & lnvge (
reasure to the necessity for conserving food that i1lied mersopnc) ore ©X° ¢
cluded frem Jonenese restaurants ~nd hetels. The railrocds are tremend- T
cusly cvercrorded Tith Jopanese travelers, mest of vhem are treveling from
the city to the country Lo get food for their own use, OT from the country
to the city to sell it on the black market. Two “ogs ard no horses veTre S
seen in six weeks; 2 fow oxen sre used to carry burdens in rural Jdistrichs. J
- c
Trere is no gross evidence of malmtrition among the Japanese, hut 8
it ceems yrobable that subclinical deficiency states are COMMOL« This is &
suggested by the mild anemias in such control nopulation as have been 0b- b
served. The markeis show dried squid ané octorus meot. Garobsge cans ~O” ol
taining the scrapings fror infected animel cages in the ’merican medical A
laboratories mast be kept locked to keen hungry Japanese from stealins L
ccraps of vegctables, etc., and usins them for food. dr
e
FRCONOMICS - & moderate inflation is under vay in Japan. The yen, te
which was worth about 5C cents before the war, has been negged at 15 70 the th
dollar, with purchase cf yen permitted but cale nrohibited. It is gaid pe
that yen can be cbtained in many places &% the rate of 50 cr (0 to the
dollar, and it is not clear vhat becomes of the dollars used in “helr PUT-
chase, as they cannot be spent in Japan. Comparison of rrices of varicus s¢
standard articles suggests that the true equivelence is 75 to 100 yen *o vi
the dolilar. s
tt
*s in other occupied countries, ‘merican cicarettes are egrectly in In
demand, much more €0 than food. Corsideration of the »rice of Jaranese ri
ciparettrs (3 ven sach) and freouent rumors jndicates that a carton of cig- SC
-prettos would, if illegally sold, yicld 400 *o S0C yen. es
OSPIT.LS - The Ispanese econcmic situation is coitomized in the
hospitals. They are wnheated except for one or two charcosl rots burning el
e few fragments of charcoal in esch rapd; the limited coal ration is de- eb
voted to sterilizing. MNany windows are broken, and there ie no glass for i?
repairs, so that cold air blows through the corridors and dewn some vards A
and clinics. PRadiators vere removed for scrap metal during the war, but fe
generally have been 1eft rusting in the hospital yard. £g
Due to scarcity and rationing of food, no central kitchan facili®ics :g
ere available, so that families of natients bring in their rations ~ni Fcab A
them over the charcoal pots, and nlso feed the patients. The floors, lirewm,
ete., are usually dirty; this may in part be due to the shortage of szowm, th
although no entirely satisfrctory exnlanation vas found. m&
- o R : ; P ; whi
DT ITUDE_OF JPANESE TO®ARD THE "R - It ie a commonnlace Ameng Suc
The e¢xplanation, riven by many the

Japanese'that the var was a good thing.
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japanese of zll agcs and types, standine anong the ruins, is essentially
simple: the unsuccessful mar eliminated ccrteain social nuisances and .
created certain reforms which could never heve hapnened in any other way.
This seems to be the opinion in all classes except those close to the
7aibatsu (feudal lords) .

The position of the emreror is par-doxical. Tt is recogn?zed
thet either (1) he uscd poor iudement in allowing the war to continue or
(2)' he was not properly informed azs to the military sitvation. But the
gmperor is not expected to be a statesman bu* rather is a symbol, a '
role he fills well. -

The position of Americens, from number one Aown, aprears on the

to be very secure. They apncar to be, if not honored by the
Jepanese, at least respected. The commander of the Kure Naval Basc, in
charge of scranping of Japanese warshins, is a single o“ficer aided by a
staff of ex-naval officers of tke Japanese navy, vho have said that it is
gn-honor to work with an organization which proved itself better than the
best organization in Japan - its navy. The Japanese scientists appear
eager to learn vwhat they can about American methods and recent literature.
Although there is no such thing as a "pood" occupation, it is generslly be-
licved that the present occupation is as nearly pood as one can be, partly
due to the Japanese temperament and partly to the way in which the oc-
cupation has been handled, and that if present cnuses are followed and ex-
tended and if occuvation funds are not cut or withdrarn, it is certein
that the Japanese can become our strongest ally in what is a strategic
part of -the world. o

THE PURCF - This renresents the removal from rublic offices of =211
sorts, those Japanese who were closely =llied with military activity and
with the feudal overlords. Dr. Tsuzuki, who is z key fieure in the Japan-
ese itomic Pomb Casualty Study, has been nlaced on the puree list and
therefore, had to resign his position as Professor of Surgery at the Tokyo
Imperial University Januery first because of military service. "hether he
vill be alloved to continue collaboration mith SC'P is in doubt; although
SCiF may be willing to encourage this, the more or less autonomous Japan-
ése government is less inclined to allow liberzl exceptions of this sort.

THE JiPANESE TEMPEFAMENT - Japanese are polite (but with less
elaborate form-1ity, probably, than before the wer). They are fatalistic
gbout the war, vhich is only ahother of many disssters to which the Jzpan-
€se arc accustomed. Yet thcy are not stolid, but are n spirited neorle
with a good sense of humor and much 1ntc11190nc9. It is interestine to
see the almost universal rezction of men whe 18-24 months ago were shooting
and bcing shot by Japancse. These men appecr to share this recognition of
the Japanese character which is also held by those "feather mercrants" in
the occupation who have obscrved the Japanese cnly recently, arrivine in
the wake of the victors.

"Every Japancse must have & master," it is scid. During the var,
the master was the Army, which engineered the var apgninst the better jude-
ment of the navy. The master, now, is Mac’rthur =nd the SC'P organization

o 3 3 ¥

which is attcmpting to remove itself from this position without leaving =
The guestion of whether the Japanese can govern
remains to be seen,

Successor or a vacuum.

themselves end may lie ~ith the coming generation. If
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they do le-rn +o govern themsslves, they —ill no doubt da it vitk —dsacT,
~s the lawmakers rill rrobcbly follor the +ill of *he peopls —ith a care
not seen anyvhere else.

Rabies and young children harily ever cry, clthough in cther re- ) |
spects they are spirited. The reason for this cannot be siven. '

The relations between men and ‘iomen are some~hat unusual from the
standpoint of an Atmerican., The husband is the. unquestioned ruler of the
houschold. - In the case of a widow with no sors, the eldest daur ter is
legally comrletely responsible for the family, unless one daughter is
merried, in which case she, and the rest of her family, are subservient Te
her husband. The wife may occupy the position of a drudze, or nay occcupy
place number one +ith her husband, as the czse may be. In the former c2SC,
the man usually cuts 2 mich wider and shallower smath than is usual in
other countries, with a resulting high <incidence of social diseases. This
may even have some influence on the hich tuberculosis rate. The possih-
jlity of congenital luetic children and stillbirths may become sn irmort-
ant nart of a genctic study. T+ has becen considered that if children are
educated in coedneational schools, which have never existed even for the
lover gradcs, this might help to foster 2 new social rclationship. Some of
the SC’P merbers believe that this mould represert undue interference by -
the occupation, and it is one of the fer instances vhere SCAT hzs cttermted
something not given complete Japanese accrotance.,

arringes cre still commonly arranged by parents, who investigate
one another's families with great care. Since vitel statistics records ~re
open to the public, this is thought to influence the reporting of zbnormal
and stillbirths. '

In ths past century, —estern civilization has made a heavy immzct
on the ancient civilization of Japan. Since the var, Japan is ready for
a deeper influcnce. Therc thig nem social impact rill be derived , is not
yet known; America is certainiy in an excellent nosition to exert it. Mo
doubt other ideologics ~ve nt work; =lthough they are not secen, they mst
be recoenized. Te must bear in mind that many of the sincere efforts. in
Jepan are hamnered by luck of sunport ~nd by *+he manning of Japan by young
.merican soldiers who have rardly learned *the significence of their own
system beyond the f4q11 dinner-pail. Vore ~ttcntion should be paid to
prcviding adequate commnicztions for the military governrent. The oc-
cunation of Javun may well turn out to be, although eminently. reaceful, one |
of the decisive battles of the vorld. ;




